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How to Survive Honors U.S. History?
Honors U.S. History is not a class you can “coast through”—it is a course designed to make you think, write, argue, and analyze like a historian. You will be working with primary and secondary sources, interpreting evidence, and learning to defend your ideas clearly and convincingly in both discussion and writing. Success in this class comes down to consistency: staying on top of nightly reading, actively participating in class discussions, and treating every assignment—especially quizzes and writing tasks—as practice for building long-term historical thinking skills. Expect frequent reading quizzes, surprise assessments, and timed writings; the students who do best are the ones who prepare a little every night instead of cramming the night before.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To survive and succeed, you need to embrace three habits: organization, engagement, and discipline. Keep your binder in order so you can quickly review notes and sources when tests arrive. Speak up in discussions even when you are unsure—Honors History rewards thinking, not perfection. Finally, understand that this course is cumulative: everything builds on what came before, from early American foundations to modern debates about government and society. If you approach it like a story you are actively learning to interpret rather than a list of facts to memorize, you will not only survive the class—you will actually start to think like a historian.
2026 Summer Preparation

Welcome to Honors United States History. Our journey through the history of our nation will be a very challenging yet, hopefully, rewarding one. We will obviously focus on the events, people, and ideas that have shaped the U.S., but do so with an analytical eye towards perspectives, bias, and credibility of sources. As a college-level class, you will be constantly challenged with complex readings, critical thinking activities, and intense focus on writing skills. You will have nightly reading assignments of approximately 5-8 pages (sometimes more), which will require focused and sustained attention – careful annotations and/or definitive notes are vital to real comprehension. Students are expected to come to class not only having read the material in advance, but also be prepared for quizzes, lectures, discussions, and/or writing prompts. 

You will obviously need to do some preparation before school begins in August. The purposes of these summer assignments are to orient you to the workload and type of work you will have next year, to accelerate your study of the content (with so much information to cover, we need all the time we can get!), and to help you consider the analytical approach used in constructing history (evidence? reliability? interpretation?). You are therefore expected to complete the following tasks by the first day of school

TASK #1:  Complete a blank map of the United States.  Students will be expected to label the following on the first day of class.
· Label the 50 states, along with their capitals
· Label the Mississippi River, Missouri River, Colorado River, Columbia River, Rio Grande, Ohio River, St. Lawrence River, Hudson River, Arkansas River, Tennessee, Great Lakes, Gulf of Mexico, Atlantic Ocean, and the Pacific Ocean in blue ink.
· Label the Appalachian Mountains, Rocky Mountains, Sierra Nevada, Cascade Range, Alaska Range, Coast Range, Brooks Range, Ozark Mountains, Blue Ridge, Allegheny Mountains 
· Label Key West Islands: Mexico, Canada, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Puerto Rico

TASK #2:  Presidents of the United States.  You should have the entire list of Presidents and their respective political parties memorized, in chronological order.  A quiz will be given on the day we return from Labor Day vacation.  
