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XAVIER COLLEGE PREPARATORY HIGH SCHOOL        
SUMMER READING 2018 
 
Dear Incoming AP Literature Senior,  
 
We hope that this letter finds you well and anticipating the end of a rewarding year. We hope that you will 
have many good experiences and make many good decisions before we see you again in August. One of 
those decisions we would like to help you with is the decision to remain engaged in some kind of academic 
activity this summer. It is our belief that encouraging students to read year-round is a key element in the 
development of lifelong learners. While the summer is certainly time to be away from school, we hope that 
it is not a time to stop reading, thinking, and growing. You will have two (2) assignments this summer: 
 
Assignment #1: You will read two books this summer (see below). These required works will be part of 
the overall theme of the year, Literature Through the Ages. These books have been selected for their 
challenging, compelling content.  
 
What to do over the summer: Actively read the two summer reading novels and complete a separate 
reading log for each book that focuses on various literary elements, not just a summary of the plot. I will 
provide you with a list of questions to guide you as you are reading. Through your 
answers/discussion/analysis you will show awareness of characters, themes, setting, point of view, and 
stylistic elements. I will collect both reading logs during the first week of school.  
  
Then in August, you will be expected to complete two assessments on these books.  Both assessments 
will take the form of an AP Literature and Composition style essay.   
 
Please carefully read and annotate both books in preparation. You should bring both novels to class on 
the first day of school.   
 
Required Books: 
 
● The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

    Set in New Orleans and on the Louisiana Gulf coast at the end of the 19th century, the plot 
centers on Edna Pontellier and her struggle to reconcile her increasingly unorthodox views on 
femininity and motherhood with the prevailing social attitudes of the turn-of-the-century American 
South.  
 

● Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
            In what may be Dickens' best novel, humble, orphaned Pip dares to dream of becoming a 

gentleman — and one day, under sudden and enigmatic circumstances, he finds himself in 
possession of "great expectations." This is a gripping tale of crime and guilt, revenge and reward. 

 
Assignment #2: You will also complete a note card assignment. As you did last year with rhetorical 
terms, you will do the same with literary/poetic terms. Rules: the key terms will be on one side of the card, 
while the definitions and the examples will be on the other side. These note cards will be turned in the first day of 
class and you have an exam to verify knowledge of this content in August. These terms will be used throughout the 
year. These cards will be due the first day of class, graded, and then returned to you so that you are able to  
use them throughout the year in preparation for the AP Literature and Composition Exam.  
 
The format should be as follows:  
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1) Side one of the card must have the number of the term in the top left corner, and the term itself in  
the middle of the card.   
 
2) Side two of the card must have the definition of the term, then a space, then at least one  
example of the term used in actual text. You may acquire examples from any book or other resource, but 
please make sure that you understand the meaning of the term based on the example(s) you provide. 
 
3) Be sure to study each of the 71 Literary terms, backwards and forwards. You will have a test on them, 
where you will identify the terms, in the context of a chosen poem, the first week of class. If you have any 
questions, please email Mrs. Eldridge: reldridge@xavierprep.org 
 

AP Literature & Composition Literary/Poetic Terms 
 
1. Allegory: story or poem in which characters, settings, and events stand for other people or events or for abstract 
ideas or qualities. 

 
2. Alliteration: repetition of the same or similar consonant sounds at the beginning of words that are close together.  
  
3. Allusion: reference to someone or something that is known from history, literature, religion, politics, sports, 
science, or another branch of culture. 
 
4. Ambiguity: Deliberately suggesting two or more different, and sometimes conflicting, meanings in a work.   
 
5. Anaphora: Repetition of a word, phrase, or clause at the beginning of two or more sentences in a row. 
 
6. Antagonist: Opponent who struggles against or blocks the hero, or protagonist, in a story. 
 
7. Anticlimax: The intentional use of fancy language to describe the trivial or commonplace, or a sudden transition 
from a significant thought to a trivial one in order to achieve a humorous or satiric effect. 
 
8. Anti-hero: Central character who lacks all the qualities traditionally associated with heroes. May lack courage, 
grace, intelligence, or moral scruples. 
 
9. Apostrophe: Calling out to an imaginary, dead, or absent person, or to a place or thing, or a personified abstract 
idea. 
 
10. Archetype: An idealized model of a person, object, or concept from which similar instances are derived, 
copied, patterned, or emulated. 
 
11. Aside: A comment made by a stage performer that is intended to be heard by the audience but supposedly not 
by other characters.   
 
12. Assonance: The repetition of similar vowel sounds followed by different consonant sounds especially in words 
that are together. Example: “Do not go gentle into that good night.” 
 
13. Asyndeton: Commas used without conjunction to separate a series of words, thus emphasizing the  
parts equally: instead of X, Y, and Z...the writer uses X,Y,Z. 
 
14. Blank Verse: Poetry written without rhymes, but which retains a set metrical pattern, usually 
 iambic pentameter. 
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15. Cacophony: Unpleasant sounds in the jarring juxtaposition of harsh letters or syllables which are grating to the 
ear, usually inadvertent, but sometimes deliberately used in poetry for effect. 
 
16. Catharsis: A sudden emotional breakdown or climax that consists of overwhelming feelings of great pity, 
sorrow, laughter, or any extreme change in emotion. 
 
17. Chiasmus: In poetry, a type of rhetorical balance in which the second part is syntactically balanced against the 
first, but with the parts reversed. 
 
18. Cliche: A word or phrase, often a figure of speech, that has become lifeless because of overuse. 
 
19. Consonance: In poetry, when words appearing at the ends of two or more verses have similar final consonant 
sounds but have final vowel sounds that differ, as with "stuff" and "off."  
 
20. Couplet: Two consecutive rhyming lines of poetry. 
 
21. Deus ex machina: Any artificial device or coincidence used to bring about a convenient and simple solution to 
a plot. 
 
22. Dialect: A way of speaking that is characteristic of a certain social group or of the inhabitants of a certain 
geographical area. 
 
23. Diction: The choice of words, phrases, sentence structures, and figurative language in a literary work; the 
manner or mode of verbal expression, particularly with regard to clarity and accuracy. 
 
24. Dramatic Irony: An occasion in a play, film, or other work in which a character’s words or actions convey a 
meaning unperceived by the character but understood by the audience. 
 
25. Enjambment: The continuation of the sense and, therefore, the grammatical construction of a sentence beyond 
the end of a line of poetry. 
 
26. Epigraph: A quotation or aphorism at the beginning of a literary work suggestive of the theme. 
 
27. Epistrophe: Device of repetition in which the same expression (single word or phrase) is repeated at the end of 
two or more lines, clauses, or sentences. 
 
28. Euphemism: The substitution of an comfortable or inoffensive expression to replace one that might offend or 
suggest something unpleasant. 
 
29. Euphony: Harmony or beauty of sound which provides a pleasing effect to the ear, usually sought-for in poetry 
for effect. 
 
30. Exposition: In drama, the presentation of essential information regarding what has occurred prior to the 
beginning of the play. 
 
 
31. Farce: A type of comedy in which ridiculous and often stereotyped characters are involved in silly,  
far-fetched situations. 
 
32. Foil: A character who acts as contrast to another character. 
 
33. Foreshadowing: The use of hints and clues to suggest what will happen later in a plot . 
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34. Frame Narrative: A story within a story, within sometimes yet another story. 
 
35. Free Verse: Poetry that does not conform to a regular meter or rhyme scheme. 
 
36. Genre: A category of literary work which may refer to both the content of a given work — tragedy, comedy, 
pastoral — and to its form, such as poetry, novel, or drama. This term also refers to types of popular literature, as in 
science fiction or detective story. 
 
37. Hubris: Excessive pride or ambition that leads to a character’s downfall. 
 
38. Hyperbole: A figure of speech that uses an incredible exaggeration or overstatement, for effect.  
 
39. Imagery: The use of language to evoke a picture or a concrete sensation of a person, a thing, a place, or an 
experience. 
 
40. In Medias Res: “In the midst of things” – standard of epic poetry where the action begins in the middle instead 
of at the beginning. 
 
41. Interior Monologue: Writing that records the thinking that goes on inside a character’s head; it is coherent as if 
character were talking. 
 
42. Internal Rhyme: Rhyme within a line of poetry instead of at the end. 
 
43. Juxtaposition: Poetic and rhetorical device in which normally unassociated ideas, words, or phrases are placed 
next to one another, creating an effect of surprise and wit. 
 
44. Kenning: A compound poetic phrase substituted for the usual name of a person or thing.  
 
45. Litotes: A form of understatement in which the positive form is emphasized through the negation of a negative 
form. 
 
46. Local Color: A term applied to fiction or poetry which tends to place special emphasis on a particular setting, 
including its customs, clothing, dialect and landscape. 
 
47. Metaphor:  A figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things WITHOUT the use of such 
specific words of comparison as like, as, than, or resembles. 
 
48. Meter: The repetition of sound patterns that creates a rhythm in poetry. 
 
49. Metonymy: A figure of speech in which a person, place, or thing, is referred to by something closely associated 
with it. 
 
50. Mood: The emotional tone or background that surrounds a scene. 
 
51. Motif: A recurring image, word, phrase, action, idea, object, or situation used throughout a work  
(or in several works by one author), unifying the work by tying the current situation to previous ones, or new ideas 
to the theme. 
 
52. Onomatopoeia: The use of words whose sounds echo their sense. 
 
53. Oxymoron: A figure of speech that combines opposite or contradictory terms in a brief phrase. 
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54. Paradox: A statement which contains seemingly contradictory elements or appears contrary to common sense, 
yet can be seen as true when viewed from another angle.  
 
55. Parody: A work that makes fun of another work by imitating some aspect of the writer’s style. 
 
56. Persona: The narrator in a non first-person novel. The author’s creation--the voice “through which the author 
speaks.” 
 
57. Personification: A figure of speech in which an object or animal is given human feelings, thoughts, or 
attitudes. 
 
58. Polysyndeton: Sentence which uses a conjunction with NO commas to separate the items in a series. 
 
59. Protagonist: the central character in a story, the one who initiates or drives the action. 
 
60. Pun: A “play on words” based on the multiple meanings of a single word or on words that sound alike but 
mean different things. 
 
61. Quatrain: a poem consisting of four lines, or four lines of a poem that can be considered as a unit. 
 
62. Satire: A work that uses mockery, humor, and wit to criticize and cause change in human nature and 
institutions. 
 
63. Simile: A figure of speech that makes an explicitly comparison between two unlike things, using words such as 
like, as , than, or resembles. 
 
64. Soliloquy: A long speech made by a character in a play while no other characters are on stage. 
 
65. Stream of Consciousness: A style of writing that portrays the inner (often chaotic) workings of a character’s 
mind. 
 
66. Suspension of Disbelief: A willingness of a reader or viewer to ignore minor inconsistencies or unbelievable 
behavior so as to enjoy a work of fiction. 
 
67. Symbol: A person, place, thing, or event that has meaning in itself and that also stands for something more than 
itself. 
 
68. Synecdoche: A figure of speech in which a part represents the whole. 
 
69. Tone: The attitude a writer takes toward the subject of a work, the characters in it, or the audience,  
revealed through diction, figurative language, and organization. 
 
70. Tragic Flaw: In a tragedy, the quality within the hero or heroine which leads to his or her downfall. 
 
71. Verbal Irony: When the intended meaning of a statement differs from the apparent meaning. 


