
Giving Xavier students a way to platform their projects and voices, the Xavier Post aims to
bring unity through sharing the ideas of its students.  Our number one goal is to infuse our

Xavier community with positivity and awareness. We strive to remind the students and
community Xavier is a family and we are here for one another.

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the

peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and

minds through Christ Jesus.
-Philippians 4:6–7

 

The Xavier Post
The Newspaper of Xavier College
Preparatory High School

Volume I Issue I Published by the XCP Newspaper Club May 2021

Our Mission Statement

A.M.D.G.
"For the Greater Glory of God"



Table of Contents
AP Exams Schedule............................................................3
Xavier Athletics..................................................................4
The Gift of Life...................................................................6
The Student Voices Project.................................................7
Astronomy...........................................................................9
Xavier's Community Garden in Light of Earth Day.........10
Art Feature 1.....................................................................11
Art Feature 2.....................................................................12
COVID-19 Updates and Information................................13
Ranking Musicals..............................................................14 



AP Exams Schedule



Xavier Athletics

        The Xavier community and staff has always been proud and
passionate about our athletic teams. We have taken all of the best
coaches and teachers in order to create the most upstanding,
hardworking and diligent athletes the Coachella Valley may ever
have. The Xavier community had done a skillful and superb job at
achieving just that. Although on March 13 of 2020, things had rapidly
changed. While our tight-knit community had remained hopeful as
well as positive that things would return to normal and that COVID-
19 would be a thing of the past after our two week break, that was not
the case. Our wishful thinking was simply not enough in order to
prevent a worldwide pandemic. COVID-19 has put a damper on
Xavier’s sports and athletics. Our athletic department is one of the
many pristine attributes that are a part of Xavier and its students and
family. While our two week break has turned into over a year of
online school and total quarantine and isolation, we have found a way
to turn things around. As a community, Xavier has always taken on
problems with a smile and made it our priority to resolve it. 

By: Anastasia Popova



        Although, an issue brought on by a global pandemic is a
horse of a different color. Recently, Xavier has brought back our
beloved sports and we are on our way back to our normal life.
Our athletics department has always been prideful of our student
athletes. While our athletics program is still not fully back to
where we were before the pandemic, we have made compromises
and come up with solutions that ensure that our athletes still
continue to be close with their team. Although most teams are not
competent fully, practices are still on their correct schedule
ensuring that athletes and team members are reminded that they
are still a family and the initial total isolation is broken.
Regardless of limited games, competitions and practices,
Xavier’s athletes continue to be strong throughout the season and
are still a family nonetheless. 



        A swab of the cheek could save a person's life; a
five-second process could determine whether a person
lives or dies. The balance of life and death hangs on
the swabbing of a person's cheek.
        The Gift of Life is a registry that collects the
tissue type of a person's alive, via swab, to determine
whether they could be a donor match for someone
who is suffering from melanoma, Leukemia,
Lymphoma, or other blood-related cancers. The Gift
of Life has the "Swab a Cheek, Save a life" program
which allows the registry to identify the tissue type of
the person getting swabbed. From there, the donor’s
stem cells are separated from the blood and are
injected into the recipient, saving a life.
        The process is one-hundred-percent a
volunteer’s position, so if the donor is matched with
someone and they decide they don’t want to proceed
with the donation, they can opt out of the registry;
everything is totally confidential. However, 

The Gift of Life: Save a Life in Five Seconds
by William Lawrence

if the donor wants to continue with the donation,
they can continue the process, and save someone’s
life. Sadly, there is a catch: the Gift of Life program
is only allowed for people 18 to 60 years old. So,
here is the solution:
        My name is William Lawrence, and I am the
Student Ambassador for the Gift of Life program
here at Xavier. If you want to participate in this
cause and save a life, look out for emails in the
coming weeks of May for the 5k Awareness
Walk/Run at Xavier! We want to get swabs and
raise money at this event to support the Gift of Life
and help in their mission to end blood cancer. If
you are under 18, please join the 5k Awareness
Walk/Run, and bring
someone over 18 to give
a cheek swab sample to
be entered into the
registry



Student Voices Project
Mr. Lethcoe, coordinator of the Student Voices Project,

interviewed by Matthew Correa

1.  What inspired you to start this project? 
        Student Voices was one outgrowth of a six-
month process of discernment for determining what
social justice issues need to be addressed in our valley
as well as at XCP. The cohort determined that we
would like to resource the voices of students toward
advocacy for issues that meant a lot to them. After
several students attended the virtual Ignatian Family
Teach-In this year, many were motivated to share their
own stories of marginalization. To provide an outlet
for these stories, Student Voices became a place to
provide a space for voices to be heard and provide
resources for students who are passionate about
advocating for a particular social justice issue.

2. What influenced your thought process
regarding how to address racial prejudice to
our local community? 
        Jesuits West began offering education and a
call to action for Jesuit schools to discern which
social justice issues were prominent in their
locale. The western province was unanimous in
identifying racial justice as the preeminent social
justice issue facing us today.
        Through training on racial equity, teachers,
lay ministers, and provincial leaders from the
western province birthed CORE: Collaborative
Organizing for Racial Equity. Through this, I
became motivated to learn more and be a part of
the realization of racial equity. I am glad to say
we have taken steps to discuss racial equity in my
junior-year theology classes this year as part of
the Catholic Social Teaching focus in Gospels in
Action.



4. Do you feel that you would have been able to
carry out this project five years ago? 
        That is a good question. I would say partly. I
had entered into enough conversion experiences by
then to boil down most of my religious training and
education to the action of love. However, if you are
speaking of resourcing voices who have
experienced racial injustice, then I would say no. I
would still say no. I am just learning how to listen,
have courage, and be humble with regard to
understanding voices of the marginalized or
oppressed. I am in no way an expert, or “qualified”
to speak to the issue of racism. But as Fr. Greg
Boyle put it when asked if “what makes him
qualified to work with gang members,” he just said,
“a pulse.” That is how I feel. I just have a pulse, so I
am here to engage with this topic and any other
topic that is stealing dignity from another person.

3. What do you intentionally want to come out of
the Student Voices Project? What is your hope for
education regarding understanding, healing, and
the reconfiguration of certain philosophies within
our school system? 
        Whether our school system or any school system,
any nation or non-nation, it doesn’t matter; it’s all the
same goal: to learn to become better listeners, find
courage, and regard others with wonder and divinity.
        A voice is all a person has (or doesn’t have.)
Another word for it would be agency. People need to
find a place of value and belonging. We all belong to
each other, so maybe Student Voices can just be a
place where that can be realized- that students feel like
they have a voice, belong, and can emerge with more
agency than they had before they hung out with the
group.
        As a philosopher, my nature isn’t one that is
prone to the type of action, say, a warrior has. I’m
more of a wizard. Warriors have strategy and attack
plans. Wizards wonder about the universe, experiment
with potions, break things, and show up in strange
times of need. Both are needed for different things.
We have clubs that are warrior-missioned, but I’m not 

sure if any wizards ever have clubs. I think in
Student Voices we just play with ideas, break
things, throw some love and acceptance and
listening in the mix, and then let the magic help us
have conversion experiences.





        Earth Day has been on the 22nd of April
since first being held in 1970. This annual holiday
came to be after Senator Gaylord Nelson was
inspired by environmental protest during the
1960s. It began as a day to educate students of
national environmental issues and grew into what
is now a global celebration.
        Xavier's Community Garden is going to be
created by Common Courtesy to the Planet and
Eco Club. They are coming together to create a
garden that will give better air quality for the
Xavier community. This is going to be created
very soon and if you want to join email Vanessa
Frias. This would be a great experience and
hopefully it will continue through the years.
Vanessa's email is vanessafrias@xcphs.org.

Xavier's Community Garden in Light
of Earth Day

By Vanessa Frias



Student Art Feature

By Megan Younes
Grade 11

Showcasing the artists of Xavier



Student Art Feature

By Noah Velez
Grade 11

Showcasing the artists of Xavier



        According to the World Health
Organization on April 20th, Covid-19, an
infectious disease spread through saliva and
discharge from the nose, has increased in cases
on a global scale. This respiratory complicator
especially wreaks havoc in the South-East Asian
Region, which unfortunately boasts the title of
the largest increase in cases in the world. The
World Health Organization advocates for the
public to get the vaccine while continuing to
socially distance, avoid crowds, and wear a
mask, due to the lack of knowledge on

 the “degree to which the vaccines can protect no only
against disease but also against infections and transmission”
(World Health Organization). On a more national level, the
Office of the Spokesperson, who relays U.S. foreign policy
to the public, recently announced that the U.S. Department of
State will begin updating Travel Advisories this week, in
light of the global increase in cover cases, and health risks
imposed by foreign countries. In addition, on April 15,
California Governor Gavin Newsom, released the Pfizer
vaccine to be available to people age 16 and up.
        On campus, Xavier administration has in place protocol
to maintain the safety and health of the student body.
Teachers must sanitize desks used by students, hand sanitizer
is easily accessible around campus, and a mask mandate
remains in place. The Xavier community in total is working
together to stay safe with the, “when sick, stay home” pledge.
With this commitment to the well being of the student body,
Xavier was able to transition from online to hybrid
schooling, and by the fall, the entire student body will
transition to in-person schooling.

Covid Update
By Rachel McCafferty
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